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Deacon John Green 
was welcomed as 
the new director 

of CCCS/Summit County 
on August 22.  In a year 
of major organizational 
change, Green brings a 
fresh focus to the agency 
mission of serving the 
young, the disabled, the 
elderly, and the poor.  “I’ve 
been impressed that the 

staff, at the center of significant change, has continued to 
provide the quality of services to our community that this 
agency is known for,” states Green.  “Change is difficult.  But 
our mission to make a difference in the lives of people in our 
community remains unchanged and we are fulfilling that 
mission everyday.”  

Green’s career is deeply rooted in service to others.  
He worked on the streets of New York City, Mexico City, 
Guatemala City and Chicago helping the homeless, poor 
and marginalized members of society. His passion to serve 
others was fueled by the plight of a homeless man, and 
subsequently hearing the words of Micah 6:8: “Oh man, 
what is it the Lord asks of you, only this, to live justly, to 
show mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” He vowed 
to always ask himself:  How can I live justly?  To whom do 
I show mercy?  How may I walk humbly with God?   Green 
states that by being engaged in the corporal works of mercy 
he stays grounded and rooted in the preferential option for 
the poor.

In addition to his personal motivations, Green brings a 
great deal of expertise to the agency.  At a young age, Green 
founded Emmaus Ministries, a non-profit outreach program 
to men involved in prostitution.  He was Executive Director 
for 20 years before moving back to Ohio to care for his aging 
parents.  “As the former Executive Director for Emmaus 
Ministries, John brings a wealth of experience to Catholic 
Charities,” states Bernadette Washington, Executive Director 
of Catholic Charities Community Services.  “He has a strong 
background in strategic planning, non-profit management 
and public relations.  We look forward to having him as part 
of our team.”  

Green is thrilled about the opportunity to work for 
CCCS/Summit County.  The sheer size and scope of the 
agency impresses him, while the reputation, history and 
size of Catholic Charities are also appealing.  His hope is 
that the agency continues to be a light in the darkness for 
communities in need, continues to grow in response to the 
changing needs of the community, and continues to promote 
justice, reconciliation and peace.  

John Green holds a BA and MA from Wheaton College 
and a Certificate in Non-Profit Administration from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. He is the author of 
“Streetwalking with Jesus: Reaching Out in Justice and 
Mercy” (OSV 2011), and lives in Silver Lake with his 
wife Carolyn and their four children.  He was ordained a 
Permanent Deacon while living in Chicago and now serves as 
a Deacon at Holy Family Parish in Stow. 
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The Advisory Council at Catholic Charities 
Community Services/Summit County 
supports the mission of the agency 
by providing assistance with program 
planning and evaluation, financial review 
and fundraising, and marketing and 
public relations. The Advisory Council is 
instrumental in articulating the needs of the 
community and in helping staff to conduct 
community assessments which provide 
information on the issues and concerns 
facing the community.

Mission Statement
Under the leadership of the Bishop of 
Cleveland and inspired by the Gospel 
message, the Secretariat for Catholic 
Charities Health and Human Services 
continues the mission of Jesus by 
providing vision and leadership for those 
who respond to the health and human 
needs and the social concerns of the 
people of the Diocese of Cleveland. We 
extend the reign of God in this time and 
place as we work with others to build 
a just and compassionate society that 
respects the dignity of every person.

2011 Advisory Council

From The Director
Dear Friends,

Growing up in Summit County in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s and attending Holy Family 
Parish in Stow OH, I crossed paths with “CYO & Community Services” and 

“Catholic Social Services” a few times.  
Our youth group at Holy Family did 
some service projects in the North Hill 
neighborhood, CYO sports were always 
keeping kids like me busy, a couple 
Search Retreats helped my growing 
faith, and during the summers of ’81 
and ’82 I served as a counselor out at 
Camp Christopher (that’s me during 
“Dress Up Weird” Day or something 
like that at Camp in ’82.)

After graduating from Cuyahoga 
Falls High School in 1983, my journey took me far afield from Summit County.  
Yet, my experiences of serving the poor and the faith formation I received here 
helped me greatly as I began working with homeless and runaway kids on the 
streets of New York City and in Guatemala and Mexico Cities. After graduating 
from Wheaton College and while pursuing a Masters Degree, I began working 
with men on the streets of Chicago involved in prostitution. This was a mission 
I would have the honor to serve in for over twenty years. It was some of the 
most difficult, taxing, and challenging times of my life. Several times over those 
two decades I reached points where I was spent and needed time to re-fuel 
and re-fresh my spirit, body, and soul. It was during those times when I would 
often come home to Summit County. The natural beauty of this area, the lifelong 
friends I have here, and the vibrant faith community were always sources of 
strength for my soul.

In 2009, my family and I moved back home temporarily to care for aging 
parents and this past year we decided to make that move permanent. In the 
spring of 2011, I came across a posting on the Diocese of Cleveland’s website 
about this position as Director of Catholic Charities Community Services/
Summit County.  Reading through the position description it seemed like a good 
fit and I applied for the job that night. The next day I was having lunch with a man 
whom a mutual friend from Holy Family had connected me with. They said he 
knew a lot about working with people in need in Akron. His name was Don Finn.  
It was twenty minutes into our lunch before we both realized the position I had 
just applied for was the one he was vacating!  

Don has done a tremendous job of growing this organization into the thriving 
and vibrant service it is to our community. Our recent merging of the two 
organizations and re-alignment as Catholic Charities Community Services/
Summit County has positioned us well for future growth. I look forward 
to serving as Director and ask you to remember our work in your prayers              
and intentions.   

Blessings,

Deacon John Green
Director, Catholic Charities Community Services/Summit County
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Sharing Time in Service —  A Story of One Family’s 
Dedication to Catholic Charities 

For the Galbincea family of Granger Township in Medina, 
service as a family is a priority and a love shared by all.  Since 
2006 when daughter Hannah joined Teens for Service, the 
Catholic Charities youth group in Summit County, the entire 
family has come on board to help wherever needs were 
expressed.  From the former Home Service Project helping 
senior home owners with their yard work, to assisting with 
holiday gift wrapping for Summit Adult Day Services, to 
volunteering in the kitchen for our annual golf outing, Dave, 
Annette, Hannah and Nick have stepped up to volunteer as 
needed. When Nick (now a sophomore in college) expressed 
an interest in applying to be a counselor for the summer 
SumFun day camps for children with disabilities, mother, 
Annette, applied right along with him. Their evening 
conversations were so full of stories and experiences from 
their day “job” that Hannah ended up volunteering over 
50 hours this past summer whenever she wasn’t working 
her own summer job! Now, Hannah’s experiences have 
led her to pursue a special education degree in college.  
Catholic Charities Community Services/Summit County has 
benefitted immeasurably from this one family’s involvement 
in the entire agency as Dave and Annette have also attended 
fundraisers, chaperoned teen events, and helped instill a 
love of volunteering in their children. We are grateful and 
awed by the time and dedication this one family has given to 
our agency.

                                                                                    
United Way Loaned Executives

Hats off to the 2011 Loaned Executives from the United 
Way!  As part of their week long orientation process, the 
Loaned Executives participated in a volunteer service project 
at the North Main site of Catholic Charities Community 
Services/Summit County.  They worked hard cleaning, 
sorting and packing items for the agency’s upcoming move to                                                                                  
Biruta Street.  

Salute to Volunteers

Get involved. Make a difference.
With programs serving more than 10,000 people, Catholic 

Charities Community Services/Summit County relies on the 
generosity of volunteers to help fulfill our mission of helping 
those in need. Every year, hundreds of volunteers lend their 
greatest gifts of time, talent and resources to fulfill the 
needs of our many programs. We offer a variety of volunteer 

opportunities for individuals, families, businesses and groups 
of all faiths and ages. We work with volunteers to find 
opportunities that match their skills, talents and interests.

Call us today and discover how you can volunteer while 
learning new skills, gaining the satisfaction of helping others, 
and giving back to the community.

Hannah, Nick, Annette and David Galbincea process Offertory 
Gifts during the volunteer recognition day Mass at Camp 
Christopher in September 2010.

Participants in the 2011 Loaned executives from the united 
way program.
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Despite the rain and windy weather, over 200 people came out to 
support the 2011 Fall Festival.  The energy level was high as children 
and families enjoyed the grounds of Camp Christopher. Hayrides 
were rolling, zip line was zipping, and people were lining up to tour 
the Titanic Haunted House inside McDowell Hall. Children enjoyed 
the variety of games, inflatables, s’mores, canoe rides, LaserQuest 
Quick Draw, face painting and crafts.  Sherri was especially busy in 
the Dining Hall as many visitors came in to dry off and warm up.  

We thank the over 80 volunteers that showed up to help run games, 
take tickets, organize lines, and many other important tasks.  

Extra special thanks to our event sponsors, advertisers and 
donors. Your generosity directly benefitted the Camp Christopher 
Campership Fund that provides financial aid to campers that         
need assistance.

Fall Festival Recap

Camp Christopher welcomed 
14 campers to the inaugural 
Christopher Leadership Camp 
this past summer.  The two 
week intensive training camp 
was designed to encourage high 
school aged youth to engage in 
a lifetime of servant leadership.  
While at camp, Leadership 
Campers engaged in team 
building exercises, problem 
solving activities, career 

shadowing, service opportunities, and working with younger 
children. Throughout the week, Leadership Campers 
were given opportunities to interact with elementary aged 

campers, as well as adult campers with developmental 
disabilities. Not only did the Leadership Campers leave with 
valuable experience, but they also received a certification 
in either Lifeguarding or First Aid/CPR/Babysitting plus 
40 service hours of credit. “We were thrilled with the 
enrollment and participation of our first ever Leadership 
Camp,” states John Litten, Camp Director. “The presence of 
Leadership Camp added to the spirit of Camp Christopher 
and gave 14 young adults the opportunity to experience 
camp in a whole new way.”

Christopher Leadership Camp is scheduled for 3 sessions 
in 2012. Youth turning 17 before July 1, 2012 are encouraged 
to apply. The program is limited to 10 participants per 
session. An application can be found at ccsummitcounty.org 
under Camp Christopher Resident Camp.

New Camp Program Attracts Future Leaders

Archbishop Hoban High School
    Booster Club
Noel and Mary Becker
Big Trail Publishing
Christ Child Society of Akron, Inc.
Kate Desjardins
Mike Ellert
Thomas and Barbara Gannon
Jay and Ann Geib
Patricia Gerber
Randy Godfrey
Ted and Ellen Kannen
Pat and Anita Kennedy
Robert Kloos

Luann Lilley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mayer
Brad and Mary Kay McAuley
Mazzella Lifting Technologies
McGraw & McGraw Co., LPA
Rev. J. Brendan McNulty
Kim and Mike Murray
Ms. Bunny Navar
Our Lady of the Elms High School
Jen and Chad Padgett
Emily Petrarca
Public Design Co
Ann Marie Radigan
Lorraine Rokoczy

Ruth Scates
Thomas and Margaret Schreiner
September Song Campers 2011
Kathy Shippy
Thomas and Rhonda Sims
Amanda Swingle
Tasty Pure Food Co
Christopher Timura
Trinity High School
Unlimited Inc, Inc.
Valley Animal Hospital
W J Flaherty Co
Michael and Rebecca Ziga

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS



The staff at Catholic Charities Community Services/Summit County extends 
our sincere gratitude to all who participated in this year’s Reverse Raffle.  
Guests were able to reconnect with old acquaintances, enjoy a wonderful 
dinner, and maybe even leave with a prize.   

As a result of everyone’s generosity, CCCS/Summit County raised close to 
$9,000.  Funds raised at the Reverse Raffle were budgeted to directly support 
programs in Summit County in 2011.    

Special thanks to the following 
donors who provided prizes for our 
guests and silent auction.  

Acme Fresh Markets 
African Safari 
Akron Art Museum
Akron Auto Club 
Akron Civic Theatre 
Akron Symphony Orchestra
AMF Bowling Centers 
Amy Corrigall Jones for Judge
Art Avenue Gallery
Big Fat Greek & Italian Pastries 
Bishop Anthony Pilla
Bistro on Main 
Blue Sky Drive-In
Bob Evan’s 
Boston Mills/Brandywine Ski Resorts
Carolyn Green
Casa D’Angelo 
Chili’s
Christine Croce for Judge 
Cleveland Metro Parks 
Cleveland Pops 

Connecting Touch Therapy & 
    Wellness Center, Inc 
Cracker Barrel 
Dairy Queen 
Darden Company Restaurants 
Dave and Busters 
Deacon John Green
Dee Hanlon 
DeVitis & Sons 
Dick’s Clothing & Sporting Goods 
Domino’s Pizza
Don Basch Jewelers 
Eastside Maytag 
El Campesino Restaurant 
Family Treasures 
Fiesta Pizza & Chicken 
Finger and Toes
Forquer Heating & Air Conditioning
Friends Business Source 
Gail Angeletti
Gardner Pie 
Geisen Haus 
Giant Eagle 
Gold-N-Galley 
Great Lakes Brewery of Cleveland 

Great Oaks Cinema
Green Diamond Grille 
Guiseppe’s Pizza 
Hopocan Gardens 
Hudson Spa 
Hummel Funeral Homes
Ironwood Golf Course
John Anderson Flower Shops 
Kent Office Supply 
Kent State Ice Arena 
Kriegers
Lake Farm Park
Lake Metro Parks
Lifestyles Akron General 
Lucky Shoes
Magic City Drive-In
Main Street Gourmet
Massage & Yoga Healing Arts
Montrose Auto Group
Nicolinni’s
Ohio Prestwick Country Club
On Tap 
Palombo’s Restaurant 
Playground World 
Popeye’s
Red Lobster 
Re-Elect Jim Laria 
Ritzman’s Pharmacy 
Rizzi’s Restaurant & Pizza 
Robeks
Rubber City Machinery
S Group
Servicemaster Professional Cleaning 
Sheraton Suites Cuyahoga Falls
Shisler’s Cheese House 
Snow Trails 
Spread Eagle Tavern 
St. Vincent/St. Mary High School
State Representative Zack Milkovich
Supersonic
TGIF Friday Restaurant 
The Bag Lady
The Chalet of Cleveland Metroparks
The Peanut Shoppe 
The Talent Tree
The Western Reserve Historical Society
VCA Green Animal Hospital 
Walsh Jesuit High School
Waterloo Restaurant 
West Side Bakery 
White House Chicken

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF 
CCCS/SC gathered at the ANNUAL 
REVERSE RAFFLE. We thank them 
for their continued support.

Reverse Raffle Recap
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Monte Carlo — Friday, April 27, 2012, Todaro’s Party Center
Call 330-762-2961 for more information

SAVE 

THE

DATE

When a community comes together, great things 
can happen. Each year, the annual Partners in 
Giving Campaign raises funds needed to support 
the programs and participants of Catholic Charities 
Community Services/Summit County. Your 
donation, no matter how big or small, will go a 
long way and reach one or more of the 10,000+ 
people we serve every year.

Join us this year as we come together as a 
community to serve our neighbors in need. 
Donate online at www.ccsummitcounty.org, or 
mail your donation to CCCS/Summit County, 
Partners In Giving, 812 Biruta St., Akron, OH  
44307. For more information, call (330) 762-2961.


