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July 15, 2008
“I wish to exhort all people of good will to increase their efforts to halt the spread of the HIV virus, to combat the disdain which is often directed towards people who are affected by it, and to care for the sick, especially those who are still children.” 


 Pope Benedict XVI World AIDS Day message 2007
senate moves closer to approving housing package

After its Fourth of July recess, the U.S. Senate resumed debate on the "American Housing Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2008" (H.R. 3221). Once passed, the Senate bill will go to the House where differences must be reconciled. 

The housing package is a negotiated compromise that combines several pieces of legislation. It would expand the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) loan program to help homeowners avoid foreclosure, overhaul Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and creates a National Affordable Housing Trust Fund. The Trust Fund would address the lack of affordable housing for extremely low income families. The package currently also includes $4 billion in Community Development Block Grants for communities to rehabilitate foreclosed properties and make the housing affordable. The bill has come to a grinding halt in the Senate due to an $8.2 billion renewable energy tax cut amendment, as well as the inclusion of funding that would allow localities to rehabilitate foreclosed properties.  We will keep you posted on this important piece of legislation to help families in need of affordable housing and those affected by foreclosure proceedings.
ACTION:  Contact Senators Sherrod Brown and George Voinovich.  Urge their support for HR 3221, the Foreclosure Prevention Act, and establishment of the National Housing Trust Fund.  Tell them there is a 2.8 million deficit in housing units available to extremely – to very low income households.  The trust fund directs 75% of funding to extremely low income households and the rest to very low income households.  As homeowners face foreclosure and renters face eviction as a result of sub prime mortgages, affordable housing is more important than ever!
Take Action on the Global AIDS Bill (PEPFAR) now!

Despite our many efforts to advocate for the Senate to complete its work on the bill to reauthorize the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)  S. 2731, they have failed to move the bill forward.   While the U.S .Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are disappointed that an agreement has not been finalized, we must now redouble our efforts to ensure that the Senate will find a bipartisan consensus and schedule a vote on the bill to reauthorize PEPFAR in a way that retains the program’s current focus to save lives of poor people affected by HIV and living with AIDS.
BACKGROUND:  Catholic health institutions deliver approximately 25 percent of all HIV and AIDS care worldwide. Much of this care requires advanced planning while many care providers depend on U.S. government funding to carry out their programs.  Without a firm commitment to reauthorize the PEPFAR program, care providers cannot plan for future activities. The risk of suspension in assured 
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funding, however brief, could disrupt HIV treatment, undermine the credibility of healthcare institutions providing HIV services, and endanger lives.

ACTION:  Contact Senators Brown and Voinovich and express your disappointment that the Senate has not yet reached bipartisan consensus to move forward with the bill.  Urge them to ask  Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) to reach a bipartisan consensus and schedule a vote on S. 2731 (PEPFAR).  Ask them to support:
~~~an authorization of $50 billion in funding over five years

~~~increased nutrition resources for effective treatment
 

~~~improving the health care capacity of host governments 

~~~expanding HIV and AIDS treatment as well as morally sound ways of prevention.  
Payday Lenders Begin Circulating Petitions
The National payday lobby was granted the go-ahead by Ohio’s Attorney General to start circulating petitions in support of a referendum to rescind the reform law recently passed by the Ohio Legislature (HB 545).  Their proposal is to exempt payday lenders from the 28% rate cap recently passed  and allow payday lenders to continue charging 391% APR.  In her statement (as reported in the Columbus Dispatch), Rogers noted that the language offered to the people of Ohio for signature will be "inherently confusing." 
 
Among other measures, HB 545 reduces the payday loan interest rate cap to 28% APR and includes measures supporting the development of alternative products for those in need of short term loans.  The legislation is now on hold due to this referendum effort.  

ACTION:  In the teachings of our faith we have many warnings about usury and exploitation of people.  HB545 established needed reform.   The Diocesan Social Action Office is discouraging parishioners from signing the petitions being circulated by the industry.  The reform of payday lending was a hard fought struggle that resulted in one of the strongest bills in the nation.  Advise your family and friends that HB 545 provided the necessary reform, as well as safeguards, for those needing short term, emergency loans.


Congress Passes Medicare Legislation
On July 9, the U.S. Senate passed the "Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008" (H.R. 6331) by a vote of 69-30. This legislation would block a 10.6 percent cut to Medicare payments, originally scheduled to take place on July 1. When the Senate failed to pass H.R. 6331 before the Fourth of July recess, the Administration delayed implementation of the cuts until July 15. 

The President threatened to veto H.R. 6331, citing concerns with cuts to private Medicare plans known as Medicare Advantage. However, both the House and Senate passed the measure with veto-proof margins- enough to override a presidential veto.

Given the success of this Medicare vote, Congressional leadership may consider another vote to expand State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) according to Congressional Quarterly.
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Criminal charges have been introduced by the International Criminal Court prosecutor against Sudan president Omar al-Bashir.    Al-Bashir has been charged with genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity for overseeing the Darfur genocide which has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives through violence, disease and malnutrition.  The charges underscore the need for the UN Security Council to act decisively with a comprehensive strategy for Sudan.  World leaders must unite now to end the genocide and establish a lasting peace in Darfur.  
ACTION:  Write President Bush and UN Secretary General Ki-moon Ban and ask them to:

1. Make ending the crisis in Darfur one of your top priorities
2. Push for the fastest possible deployment of the hybrid U.N.-A.U. peacekeeping force authorized by the U.N. Security Council in July 2007
3. Pressure contributing nations to fully and immediately meet their pledges of troops, funding, equipment, and logistical support
4. Work to ensure the Sudanese government's full participation in a just and inclusive peace process, and to overcome any attempts to obstruct or delay the protection of civilians or the peace process
5. Increase humanitarian aid and ensure access for its safe delivery.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
EVENTS AND RESOURCES
Visit the Diocesan web site, www.catholic-action.org to find resources on FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP: A CALL TO POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY - the latest document from US Bishops.  Included:  Summary of the document, Basic Parish program materials, Pledge for Civil Discourse, and inserts from the Diocesan Resource Manual on Faithful Citizenship.  
NEW!  DVD “Faithful Citizenship: A Matter of Conscience” – includes three 10-minute segments (one in English, one in Spanish, and one for youth) that show how everyone can faithfully participate in the political process.  Each segment helps Catholics learn how they can form their consciences in order to make important public choices.  If you would like to share this DVD with your staff, or a parish group, call Ann Coplan @ 888-620-5280 or e mail @ 
axcoplan@clevelandcatholiccharities.org or contact your local Commission office.

TO CONTACT YOUR STATE AND NATIONAL LEGISLATORS:

CALL THE CAPITAL SWITCHBOARD AT 202-224-3121 and ask for your legislator by name

OR SIMPLY HIT “CTRL” + click TO FOLLOW THESE LINKS:
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/index.cfm
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
WRITE them at Representative________ U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515 

                        or Senator_______________ U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510 

CALL YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR IN COLUMBUS:  800-282-0253 and ask for legislator by name
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