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July 1, 2008
“I wish to exhort all people of good will to increase their efforts to halt the spread of the HIV virus, to combat the disdain which is often directed towards people who are affected by it, and to care for the sick, especially those who are still children.” 


 Pope Benedict XVI World AIDS Day message 2007
Congress will return from their 4th of July recess the week of July 7th.  Please take action on these items now in preparation for their return!

Take Action on the Global AIDS Bill (PEPFAR) now!

WHY IS PROGRESS ON THE GLOBAL AIDS BILL STALLED?  Despite our many efforts to advocate for the Senate to complete its work on the bill to reauthorize the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) S. 2731, they failed to move the bill forward before recessing for the July 4th holiday. Millions of lives are at stake!   
In accordance with our faith tradition as Catholics to care for “the least of these” and to uphold the life and dignity of all people, the Catholic Church in the United States strongly supports reauthorizing PEPFAR in a way that retains the program's current focus to save lives of poor people affected by HIV and living with AIDS.  While the U.S .Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) are disappointed that an agreement has not been finalized, we must now redouble our efforts to ensure that the Senate will find a bipartisan consensus and vote on the bill when they return from recess the week of July 7.
BACKGROUND:  Catholic health institutions deliver approximately 25 percent of all HIV and AIDS care worldwide. Much of this care requires advanced planning while many care providers depend on U.S. government funding to carry out their programs.  Without a firm commitment to reauthorize the PEPFAR program, care providers cannot plan for future activities. The risk of suspension in assured funding, however brief, could disrupt HIV treatment, undermine the credibility of healthcare institutions providing HIV services, and endanger lives.

ACTION:  Contact Senators Brown and Voinovich and express your disappointment that the Senate has not yet reached bipartisan consensus to move forward with the bill.  Urge them to ask Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) to reach a bipartisan consensus and schedule a vote on S. 2731 (PEPFAR).  Ask them to support:
~~~an authorization of $50 billion in funding over five years

~~~increased nutrition resources for effective treatment
 

~~~improving the health care capacity of host governments 

~~~expanding HIV and AIDS treatment as well as morally sound ways of prevention.  
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senate passes supplemental bill – domestic spending amendment included
BACKGROUND:  On June 26, the U.S. Senate finalized the $161.8 Billion supplemental spending bill (H.R. 2642 – known as the War Supplement Bill).   Included in the bill was passage of a $21.1 billion domestic spending amendment by a vote of 92-6. Of particular note, the amendment included a variety of domestic spending priorities – including expansion of veteran education benefits, extending unemployment insurance, and placing a moratorium on six harmful Medicaid regulations – domestic spending priorities that we advocated for earlier under separate bills.  
Senate will Continue Debate on Housing Package After July 4th Recess 

This week, the U.S. Senate continued debate on a broad housing package (H.R. 3221). On Wednesday, the Senate voted 79-16 to approve the text of the bill, but further procedural hurdles must be overcome before a final vote. The Senate will continue consideration of the bill after their July 4th recess. 

The housing package is a compromise negotiated by Senate Banking Committee Chairman Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and Ranking Member Richard Shelby (R-AL) that combines several pieces of legislation. It would expand the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) loan program to help homeowners avoid foreclosure. It would overhaul Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. It would also create a National Affordable Housing Trust Fund. The Trust Fund would address the lack of affordable housing for extremely low income families, by providing funding for construction, rehabilitation or preservation of 1.5 million units of affordable housing over 10 year.  

Given bipartisan support for the bill, the Senate is expected to clear it after the recess. Several issues remain to be reconciled between the House and Senate. Under threat is a provision in the bill ($4 Billion) that would allow localities to rehabilitate foreclosed properties and make the housing affordable. The Senate or House may strip the funding provision, given the White House has stated its opposition in a veto threat. 
ACTION:  Contact Senators Sherrod Brown and George Voinovich.  Urge their support for HR 3221, the Foreclosure Prevention Act, and the establishment of the National Housing Trust Fund.  Tell them there is a 2.8 million deficit in housing units available to extremely – to very low income households.  The trust fund directs 75% of funding to extremely low income households and the rest to very low income households.  As homeowners face foreclosure and renters face eviction as a result of sub prime mortgages, affordable housing is more important than ever!
Senate Committee Approves Appropriations Bill
On June 26, the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations passed the $154.9 billion Labor, Health and Human Services (HHS), and Education spending bill by a vote of 26-3.  Some of the critical spending measures include a $25 million increase for job training, a $43 million increase for senior nutrition programs, a $223 million increase for Head Start, and a $632 million increase for the Social Security Administration backlog.
The Committee also adopted an amendment that would negate a rule issued by the Administration on August 17, 2007 related to the Children's State Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). The rule would have prohibited states from enrolling children in SCHIP if their families make more than 250 percent of the federal poverty level.

The future of this spending bill remains uncertain. Negotiations came to a halt in the House Committee on Appropriations on the Labor-HHS-Education spending bill as a result of partisan sparring. Further, the President has vowed to veto any spending bill that exceeds his budget.  Will keep you posted on the progress of this bill, especially regarding regulation of SCHIP.
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Payday Lenders Begin Circulating Petitions
The national payday lending industry lobby organization is working to overturn HB 545, the reform law signed by Governor Strickland on June 2nd.  They plan to do this by placing the issue on the November ballot in the form of a referendum.  Among other measures, HB 5t45 reduces the payday loan interest rates from 391% to 28% APR.  Currently the national payday lobby organization is collecting signatures for the first round of the referendum process.  They will spend many millions of dollars through the course of this ballot initiative to try and turn back HB 545.
The Attorney General ruled last week that the first bill summary written by the national lobby was unfair and misleading.  Over the weekend, they rewrote the language and began a second aggressive effort to collect signatures.
ACTION:  In the teachings of our faith we have many warnings about usury and exploitation of people.  HB545 established needed reform.   The Diocesan Social Action Office is discouraging parishioners from signing the petitions being circulated by the industry.  The reform of payday lending was a hard fought struggle that resulted in one of the strongest bills in the nation.  Advise your family and friends that HB 545 provided the necessary reform, as well as safeguards, for those needing short term, emergency loans.

EVENTS AND RESOURCES
Visit the Diocesan web site, www.catholic-action.org to find resources on FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP: A CALL TO POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY - the latest document from US Bishops.  Included:  Summary of the document, Basic Parish program materials, Pledge for Civil Discourse, and inserts from the Diocesan Resource Manual on Faithful Citizenship.  
NEW!  DVD “Faithful Citizenship: A Matter of Conscience” – includes three 10-minute segments that show how everyone can faithfully participate in the political process.  Each segment helps Catholics learn how they can form their consciences in order to make important public choices.  If you would like to share this DVD with your staff, or a parish group, call Ann Coplan @ 888-620-5280 or e mail @ 
axcoplan@clevelandcatholiccharities.org or contact your local Commission office.

TO CONTACT YOUR STATE AND NATIONAL LEGISLATORS:

CALL THE CAPITAL SWITCHBOARD AT 202-224-3121 and ask for your legislator by name

OR SIMPLY HIT “CTRL” + click TO FOLLOW THESE LINKS:
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/index.cfm
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
WRITE them at Representative________ U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515 

                        or Senator_______________ U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510 

CALL YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR IN COLUMBUS:  800-282-0253 and ask for legislator by name
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