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                 Development of the Secretariat for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services

January 28, 2008
A basic moral test for our society is how we treat the most vulnerable in our midst. In a society marred by deepening disparities between rich and poor, Scripture gives us the story of the Last Judgment (see Mt 25:31-46) and reminds us that we will be judged by our response to the “least among us.”


The Challenge of Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, No. 50.

Resources available for implementation of USCCB statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States

The Diocesan Social Action Office and the five Catholic Commissions are pleased to provide you with materials on the USCCB statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States, to assist you during this important election year. 

 Since we have such a short time before the primary on March 4th, these materials are very timely.   In March, we will have additional resources to be used leading up to the November election.
All our materials are provided electronically.   Download on our web site, www.catholic-action.org. Here is a sample of what is provided:
1. Pledge.doc: In light of the emphasis on conscience formation and consideration of voting prudently based on the Gospel and church teaching, this document reflects the Bishops’ call for civil discourse in our parishes and presents a pledge for parishioners and groups to sign. By using this pledge, we hope all are reminded of the need to respect each person and listen to one another.

2. FCSummary.doc: This file provides a concise summary of important points in the Bishops’ document, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States. It can be used as a reference or a resource to have at parish meetings and discussions. Copies can be passed out to parishioners or provided in parish literature racks.
3. Guidelines.doc: Here is a listing of the do’s and don’ts from our social action office and the legal office of the diocese.  We present them in a concise and easy to read form so that everyone is clear about the legal issues at election time.

4. Bulletin_Suggestions.doc: This listing of short quotes can be used in your bulletins each week leading up to the March 4th primary. We have provided more than enough to give you some choice based on available space.
There are additional resources which include Reflection which highlights the important points of conscience formation and the need for politically responsible actions; Identification Requirements for all elections; Who can Vote Absentee; Application for Absentee ballot; and Voter Registration information.   
ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE-- URGE CONGRESS TO ACT 

The USCCB has contacted Congressional leadership and members of the Administration about the proposed economic stimulus package urging that low-income people be included.  

Reports indicate that leaders of Congress and the Administration have reached an agreement. We are pleased that low-income people appear to be included in the package through a rebate. However, there is more to do as the final steps are taken on this package. Key goals would be to strengthen the food stamp, unemployment insurance, and low income energy assistance (LIHEAP) programs. 
BACKGROUND
Providing help to low-income families makes practical good sense because these families will most likely use this money short term within the economy. Federal Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke told the House Budget Committee, “There is good evidence that cash that goes to low and moderate income people is more likely to be spent in the near term.” 
Others, including the January 15, 2008, “Options for Responding to Short-term Economic Weakness,” along with analysts and economists from the Department of Labor and the CBO, report that strengthening unemployment insurance, food stamps and LIHEAP can be effective means for stimulating the economy in a timely and efficient manner.
CONTACT YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND ASK THEM TO:
· keep in the stimulus package the rebates that will help low-income families (who don’t pay income taxes but pay other taxes, e.g., social security);
· add to the stimulus package increases in unemployment insurance, food stamps, and the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
Call the Capital Switchboard at  202-224-3121 or write them at Representative___ U.S. House, Washington, D.C. 20515 or Senator__ U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Earned Income Credit is a special tax benefit for working people
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a refundable tax credit available to working adults without children earning up to $14,120 through families with at least two children earning as much as $38,348. 

The credit can be as large as $4,536 and the average EITC credit for example in Cuyahoga County in 2002 was $1,763. In 2002, $184 million in EITC claims were added to our local Northeast Ohio economy. 

 It is estimated that between 15 and 20 percent of those eligible for this credit do not claim it. These are dollars that do not go to the hard working families that earned them and therefore not into the area’s economy.    The tax benefit is available for workers who qualify, but in order to receive the benefit, the worker must file a tax return.  If you can answer yes to the following, you may qualify:


· If you worked (part time, full time or part of the time in 2007) and had a child/children living with them and earned less than about $38,000
· Workers did not have children living with them and earned less than about $13,000, you could qualify.
· Immigrants who work and meet other guidelines may qualify.

Here is how you can help: 
1. Use the above information as a bulletin announcement to inform your parishioners, neighbors and anyone you think may qualify.
2. If you live in Cuyahoga County, call First Call for Help, 211 and give your zip code and they will tell you where there is a free tax preparation site nearby.  Free tax preparation sites assure you that you will receive entire refund you are entitled to.
Upcoming events
1. Check the Diocesan Social Action Website for a complete list of opportunities for Lenten Speakers sponsored by the Diocesan Council on Global Solidarity.  www.catholic-action.org  

2. Hear former TV producer and award winning author, Gerry Straub, a Secular Franciscan and the president of the San Damiano Foundation which produces films that celebrate the spirituality of St. Francis of Assisi and the Franciscan concern for the poor, social injustice, peace, non-violence, prayer and the integrity of creation,  Tuesday, February 19, 2008,  6:30 pm – 8:00 pm,  Ursuline Motherhouse, 2600 Lander Road ~ Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124 (Klyn Hall).  Co-sponsored by Beaumont School Campus Ministry and  Ursuline College Campus Ministry. Contact Betsy Nero at Beaumont School bnero@beaumontschool.org or 216-321-2954 ex. 364.
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