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1.  Prayers for hope and employment

Dear Lord Jesus Christ,

You ask all who are anxious and weary
To come to You for support and hope.
Lord, I am very anxious and down
From my inability to find work.

Guide my efforts to find that right path;

Give me the patience and sustain my waning hope
To find opportunities, especially ones with a future.
Help me find and accept the community support

I need in these desperate times.

Help me find a peace -

Even in the midst of my worries and fears

For my financial liabilities are mounting.
Strengthen my determination and let me not despair;
Open my eyes to see life

beyond the rejections and lost opportunities.

Help me believe in me

And that You are with me through this trying time.

Dear Lord, be with me at this time;
Guide and strengthen me.

Let there be signs of hope

And gratitude for any help along the way.
Amen.

(K. Leith)

God, our Father, I turn to you seeking your divine help and guidance as | look for suitable
employment. | need your wisdom to guide my footsteps along the right path, and to lead me to
find the proper things to say and do in this quest. I wish to use the gifts and talents you have
given me, but I need the opportunity to do so with gainful employment. Do not abandon me, dear
Father, in this search, but rather grant me this favor | seek so that | may return to you with praise
and thanksgiving for your gracious assistance. Grant this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Source: Catholic Online (www.catholic.org/prayer/)

2. Prayers for the Unemployed



http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Christianity/2002/01/You-Have-Made-Us-For-Creative-Work.aspx
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Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron of Workers

O Saint Joseph, we pray to you for those who are out of work, for those who want to earn their
living or support their families.

You who are the patron of workers, grant that unemployment may vanish from our ranks; that all
those who are ready to work may put their strength and abilities in serving their fellowmen and
earn a just salary.

You are the patron of families; do not let those who have children to support and raise lack the
necessary means. Have pity on our brothers and sisters held down in unemployment and poverty
because of sickness or social disorders. Help our political leaders and captains of industry find
new and just solutions. May each and every one have the joy of contributing, according to his
abilities, to the common prosperity by an honorable livelihood. Grant that we may all share
together in the abundant goods God has given us and that we may help underprivileged
countries. Amen.

Source: Catholic Prayerbook (http://www.prayerbook.com/Devotions/Joseph/sjunempl.htm)

O God, who made us in your image,
You call us to live in community,
Caring for all, but especially those in need.
Look with love on those of us
who are unemployed,
who are underemployed
who are called to be supportive community.
Help us to enjoy life together, realizing we are the Body of Christ.
Help us to understand what kind of help we need to offer one another,
respecting the dignity of each person,
realizing the need of all to be full participants in society,
To find meaningful work that sustains life.
Guide the leaders of our country,
that they may take wise decisions which will benefit us all.
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. (K. Leith)
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Prayer For Those Who Most Need Our Support
(Pass out little hearts with ““You are loved™ on them)

Leader: Grace and peace from our gracious God be yours. Let us take a moment to open the heart
message before us and sit in silence with our God for a moment.

Silence for a minute

Leader: Let us pray. Lord God, you have called us to serve you in the midst of your people. We pray
that we might serve with understanding hearts that we might know what is right. We pray that we might
serve with a sense of being partners and pioneers in ministry that we might stand up with courage and
creativity. Let us trust in your guidance as we vision the future, making visible your dream, respecting
one another’s gifts, moving forward with confidence in your presence that brings good even through our
inadequacies. Strengthen us that we carry out your will. For this we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

All: Amen.

Reading:
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. (Matt:5:3-12)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you because
of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Response (All): Blessed are you, God of the Universe;
You have cast your fire on the earth.
Kindle it in our hearts, kindle it in our world.

1. God of Justice, God of Struggle,
through the resurrection of Jesus
you delivered humankind





from the oppression of darkness,
from death and from sin.

You invite us to new life,

to freedom and joy.

Response (All): Blessed are you, God of the Universe;
You have cast your fire on the earth.
Kindle it in our hearts, kindle it in our world.

2. As your Spirit in Jesus
changed the course of salvation history,
encourage us
to transform those structures and institutions
that demeans the dignity of your people,
especially the homeless, the poor, the untouchables,
those without power, without rights, without representation.

Response (All): Blessed are you, God of the Universe;
You have cast your fire on the earth.
Kindle it in our hearts, kindle it in our world.

3. Deliver us from our false selves,
from our compulsions and unhealthy patterns,
that keeps us from enjoying to the full
the risen freedom that is our inheritance.
Deliver us from fear, hate, prejudice, greed,
and every desire to encroach upon our neighbor’s life.
As your daughters and sons,
may we walk in the freedom of your light,
free in all our relationships with each other.

Response (All): Blessed are you, God of the Universe;
You have cast your fire on the earth.
Kindle it in our hearts, kindle it in our world.

4. Liberating and Loving Friend,
You sent Jesus to be our Just One and our Peace.
Help our hearts to rest in him,
especially when our peace is troubled by too many claims.
Strengthen us to work for justice as prudently as we can
and give us the humility to recognize our limitations.
Should we grow weak and weary in the struggle,
be at our side so that we may continue
in the footsteps of your prophets
who illumined the way to secure true justice.





Response (All): Blessed are you, God of the Universe;
You have cast your fire on the earth.
Kindle it in our hearts, kindle it in our world.

(Response from: Canticles and Gathering Prayers)

Leader: Let us now present our petitions to our God who calls us to care for the most vulnerable.
For our President and Congress, may they put partisan differences aside in order to quickly find wise
and beneficial policies and practices to rebuild our economy, offering a path of recovery that does not
forget the poorest among us, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For religious leaders, may they have the courage to bring us to a deep sense of solidarity and the wisdom
to strengthen our bonds in community, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For financial experts, may they offer their expert advice and wisdom both to our country and to
individuals so much in need of guidance, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For the newly unemployed, may they find the support they need as they search for new jobs and may
they find jobs that sustain and develop, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who have lost homes due to foreclosure, may they find housing and support that renews their
dignity as well as provide a roof over them, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For single moms struggling to feed their children, may they find supportive communities and new means
of making ends meet, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in financial crisis, may they receive the guidance they need to put them on a path out of debt
and may they gain the skills needed to manage in times of turmoil, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.





For retirees and all who have experienced losses in their retirement accounts, may they find ways of
simplifying their lives and means of support for what they need, we pray...

Lord, hear our prayer.

For our parish communities, may we be willing to sacrifice a little more in order to renew efforts to
enhance the safety net of services we are able to offer to those in need in our larger community, we

pray...
Lord, hear our prayer.

May we have the courage to turn away from greed and self-interest and work for the common good, we

pray...
Lord, hear our prayer.

All:
O God, who made us in your image,
You call us to live in community,
Caring for all, but especially those in need.
Look with love on those of us
who are unemployed,
who are underemployed
who are called to be supportive community.
Help us to enjoy life together, realizing we are the Body of Christ.
Help us to understand what kind of help we need to offer one another,
respecting the dignity of each person,
realizing the need of all to be full participants in society,
To find meaningful work that sustains life.
Guide the leaders of our country,
that they may make wise decisions which will benefit us all.
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord.
Amen.






Prayers at a Time of Economic Turmaoil

These are prayers that can be used as Prayers of the Faithful or at the beginning
of any meetings or gatherings.

1. Pray that leaders will make wise decisions in seeking ways to deal with
economic turmoil.

For our leaders, may they make wise decisions in this time of economic turmoil, we pray...

For courage, wisdom, and leadership that is compassionate as government officials seek
solutions to the economic downturn, we pray...

For local, state, and federal officials, may they hear the cries of the poor and those most
vulnerable in this economic crisis and respond with compassion, courage, and wisdom, we

pray...

For our President and Congress, may they put partisan differences aside in order to quickly find
wise and beneficial policies and practices to rebuild our economy, offering a path of recovery
that does not forget the poorest among us, we pray...

For leaders, both religious and civil, who help us understand out interdependence, we pray...

For religious leaders, may they have the courage to bring us to a deep sense of solidarity and the
wisdom to strengthen our bonds in community, we pray...

For financial experts, may they offer their expert advice and wisdom both to our country and to
individuals so much in need of guidance, we pray...

2. Pray for those affected by the economic turmoil.

For the newly unemployed, may they find the support they need as they search for new jobs and
may they find jobs that sustain and develop, we pray...

For those who have lost homes due to foreclosure, may they find housing and support that
renews their dignity as well as provide a roof over them, we pray...

For single moms struggling to feed their children, may they find supportive communities and
new means of making ends meet, we pray...

For those in financial crisis, may they receive the guidance they need to put them on a path out of
debt and may they gain the skills needed to manage in times of turmoil, we pray...





For retirees and all who have experienced losses in their retirement accounts, may they find ways
of simplifying their lives and means of support for what they need, we pray...

For our parish communities, may we be willing to sacrifice a little more in order to renew efforts

to enhance the safety net of services we are able to offer to those in need in our larger
community, we pray...

3. Pray for all of us as individuals.
May we always find hope in our God, we pray...

May we overcome fear and discouragement in this economic crisis by focusing on what truly
matters and remembering God’s promises of help and provision, we pray...

May God strengthen marriages and families experiencing increased stress due to financial
struggles, we pray...

May we have the courage to turn away from greed and self-interest and work for the common
good, we pray...





