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Sponsored by the Five Catholic Commissions and Catholic Campaign for Human

                 Development of the Secretariat for Catholic Charities Health and Human Services

March 2, 2009
Eighteen Catholic national organizations sponsored the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering last week in Washington, D.C.  Theme of the conference:  “Christ Our Hope:  Healing a Broken World”.  Between 500-600 people attended the conference to discuss and learn more about these important and timely issues.  Representatives of our Diocesan Social Action office took the opportunity to meet with Senators Brown and Voinovich, and a number of our Representatives on these priority issues.  Please contact your legislators and add your voice to the following:
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE – FOCUS ON FIGHTING POVERTY TO BUILD PEACE
Background:  Generous and effective foreign assistance is a moral imperative. A commitment of foreign assistance focused on human development and humanitarian needs is an indicator of United States leadership in the world. Foreign aid is also an investment in the future well being of people in developing countries and improves global security and stability, thus contributing to the security of our own nation. Pope Paul VI taught us that “the new name for peace is development.” Development funding is a vital tool in a balanced foreign policy. It is one of the three Ds (development, diplomacy and defense) that together can build a world that is more secure and prosperous for all. 

Catholic Social Teaching:   The Church views foreign aid as an essential tool to promote human life and dignity, advance solidarity with poorer nations, and enhance security throughout the world. Foreign aid is not simply an optional commitment; it is a moral responsibility to assist “the least of these.” It also expresses our values as a nation by reaching out to poor and vulnerable people who live at the margins of the global community.

What is the current state of foreign assistance programs? 
U.S. foreign aid has improved the lives of many people in developing countries, but there are barriers to improving its effectiveness and focus: Only 25-34% of foreign assistance goes to the poorest countries of the world. Although the United States gives more than any other developed nation in foreign aid, we are second from the bottom when foreign aid is measured as a percentage of our national income. The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 reorganized U.S. foreign assistance programs and established the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Over the years, the Act has been amended numerous times to add programs, earmarks and initiatives with overlapping objectives and little coordination.  There is a strong need for a unifying strategy that sets out a coherent goal and a clear set of coordinated objectives. U.S. civilian agencies have lost the capacity and independence required to effectively implement development and humanitarian programs. 

ACTION NEEDED:  Contact your Senators and Representatives with the following message:  (full contact information below)
1)  Increase Foreign Assistance Funding by $3Billion – To support programs that provide development and humanitarian assistance; Increase appropriations for PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan for Aids Relief; provide assistance to peace keeping programs
2)  Reform Foreign Assistance to make it more effective – Making human development and poverty alleviation fundamental goals of foreign assistance; integrate trade and agricultural policy; restore U.S. civilian capacity and authority to manage foreign assistance; develop a more coherent strategy with increased accountability
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ADVOCATING FOR COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE REFORM

Background: Health care reform is a priority for the nation. This overdue national discussion ought to begin with some basic facts.  The fact is 46 million people in the wealthiest and most technologically advanced country in the world lack health care coverage. The fact is that $1 of every $6 spent in the United States is spent on health care – totaling more than $2.26 trillion. The fact is the United States ranks "near the bottom in healthy life expectancy at age 60" and 15th among 19 nations in deaths that would not have resulted if treated with timely and effective care. The fact is people who are uninsured are twice as likely not to receive follow-up care to an injury or new chronic condition. The fact is nearly one million babies a year do not see the day of their birth as a result of abortion on demand. As a nation this is not morally right… and we can do better. 
Catholic Social Teaching:  Health care is not just another issue for the Church. It is a fundamental issue of human life and dignity. Health care ministry is one way the Church continues Jesus’ mission of healing and care for the “least of these” (Mt. 25). The Catholic Church provides health care, purchases health care and picks up the pieces of a failing health care system. The Catholic community sees and serves the sick and uninsured in our emergency rooms, shelters and on the doorsteps of our parishes. One out of six patients is cared for in Catholic hospitals. Our faith requires Catholics to join with others in public debate and to share Catholic teaching and experience in the search for effective health care reform. 
The bishops’ statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, stresses that “affordable and accessible health care is an essential safeguard of human life and a fundamental human right.” Catholic teaching calls on society to respect and protect life from the moment of conception until natural death. All people have a right to health care regardless of where they work, where they come from or how much money they have. Quality health care should be accessible to every person as a part of basic respect for human life and dignity. 

How should health care legislation deal with abortion and other life issues? 
We strongly oppose inclusion of abortion services as part of a national health care benefit. For decades, the Congress has decided not to compel people to pay for abortions with their tax dollars and this policy should remain in place. We would also oppose inclusion of technologies that similarly fail to uphold the sanctity and dignity of life. No health care reform plan that compels us or others to pay for the destruction of human life should (or would) pass Congress and be signed into law. The surest road to defeat for affordable and accessible health care for all is to insist that all Americans must pay for abortion. 
ACTION:  Contact your Legislators ASAP and urge them to support a comprehensive reform of our health care system that includes the following principles:  (full contact information below)

Urge Congress and the Administration to strengthen, or at least keep in place, the restrictions on federal funding for abortions (the Hyde Amendment).  Expanding access to health care cannot come at the expense of the lives of unborn children.


Health Care should be accessible and available to all – every person should have a core package of benefits that covers services across the full span of life.  Further, that package should be available to everyone without limits based on race, financial means or status.

Our health care system should allow and encourage involvement of both public and private sectors and should respect ethical and religious values of patients and health care providers alike. Therefore, a reformed system must continue to include and support conscience protections in any rework of the system.


Finally, a reformed system must restrain costs as well as share the costs equitably.
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GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE:  PROTECTING BOTH THE “HUMAN” AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Background: As the bishops declared in their 2001 statement on global climate change, “we accept the consensus findings of so many scientists and conclusions of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).”  Significant levels of scientific consensus demonstrate that climate change is real and that the consequences of inaction are serious. 
Climate change will affect all of us, especially the poor and vulnerable. The environmental, social and

economic costs of inaction – doing nothing to address climate change – are too high for all of us. The IPCC concluded in its 2007 Fourth Assessment Report that the costs of climate change are likely to be significant and to increase over time as average global temperature increases. As the physical effects of climate change increase, so do the human costs and economic costs of dealing with climate change.

Those who live in poverty are most likely to suffer the worst consequences of climate change though they contribute the least and have the fewest resources to adapt and respond. Most policy and legislative approaches to address climate change will generate substantial revenue by putting a price on carbon emissions. The United States bishops insist that a significant portion of these resources be used to minimize the disproportionate burdens for those least able to cope with the impacts of climate change and policies to address it. This includes low-income communities in the United States, people living in poverty within poorer nations, and vulnerable populations including the elderly, children and workers within older industries.
Catholic Social Teaching: The Catholic Church brings a distinctive and authentic perspective to the debate about climate change by lifting up the moral dimensions of this issue and the needs of the most vulnerable among us. This unique contribution is rooted in our religious teaching and applies traditional moral values to new ethical challenges. For us this concern for the environment and duty to care for creation is not new. It did not begin with Earth Day, but with Genesis itself. As Catholics our faith calls us to care for all of God’s creation, especially the ‘least of these’ (Mt 25:40). Of particular concern to the Church is how climate change and the response to it will affect poor and vulnerable people here at home and around the world.

ACTION NEEDED: Contact your Legislators with the following message: (full contact information below)
Policy makers should set aside an adequate percentage of the revenue generated through climate policy to fund climate rebates that would give money back to the poorest individuals and families to help offset the impact of higher energy costs resulting from climate legislation. This requires targeting assistance to low income individuals and families to help offset the impact of higher energy costs including utility, transportation and other associated costs.

 
Existing programs and mechanisms such as the Supplemental Nutrition and Assistance Program (SNAP), the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), the electronic benefit transfer card (EBT) and other means can be used to target and deliver this rebate to those most in need.

“The real ‘inconvenient truth’ is that those who contribute least to climate change will be affected the most and have the least capacity to cope or escape.”   The bishops’ conference calls on Congress to use the needed revenue generated through climate policy to help poor people in the most vulnerable developing nations adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change.
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URGE CONGRESS TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO SECURE PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND

Background: In the land that is considered holy to Jews, Christians, and Muslims terrible violence and conflict have left both Israelis and Palestinians suffering. The recent violence between Hamas, the Palestinian party controlling Gaza, and Israel has caused hundreds of deaths and massive destruction in Gaza and suffering among Palestinian and Israeli civilians. Hamas refuses to renounce violence and recognize Israel. Indefensible suicide bombings and rocket attacks on civilian areas have terrorized Israelis. Four decades of occupation coupled with expanding settlements, the Security Wall, and restrictions on the movement of people and goods have devastated the Palestinian economy. Poverty rates among Palestinians are nearly 65 percent and food insecurity has risen 13 percent since 2006. 

Catholic Social Teaching:   Our Catholic faith teaches us to be peacemakers. The U.S. Bishops wrote in The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, “Peacemaking is not an optional commitment. It is a requirement of our faith. We are called to be peacemakers, not by some movement of the moment, but by our Lord Jesus.” Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has called on the international community to help Israelis and Palestinians to discard the “dead end” of violence and pursue instead “the path of dialogue and negotiations.” Immediate, visible and decisive U.S. leadership is urgently needed. 
Action:   Contact your Representatives and urge them to cosponsor H. Res. 130 in support of the Administration’s efforts to secure a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.  

H. Res 130:
 (1)  Supports the Administration’s efforts for a diplomatic resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict based on the establishment of two states – Israel and Palestine - living side by side in peace and security, and with recognized borders; (2) Reaffirms that peace between Israel and the Palestinians and Israel and the Arab world are essential national security interests of the United States; (3) Expresses its appreciation to those engaged in support of Middle East peacemaking and the recent cessation of hostilities in the Gaza Strip and southern Israel, and (4) Calls on the international community to aggressively pursue efforts that facilitate a just and lasting resolution of these conflicts. 

Contact your Congressional representatives by FAX letter, e-mail, or phone. Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202.224.3121; or call Members’ local offices. Full contact info can be found on Members of Congress’s web sites, at: www.senate.gov  and www.house.gov.
In depth information on the above issues, as well as information on other domestic and international issue priorities, can be found at the US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ web site for the Social Ministry Gathering. 
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/projects/csmgindex.shtml
____________________________________________________________
EVENTS AND RESOURCES
For more information on the above, please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.[image: image1.png]
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