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Catholic Social Teaching tells us that everyone has “the right to live” as well as “the right to bodily integrity and to the means necessary for the proper development of life, particularly food, clothing, shelter, medical care, rest and, finally, the necessary social services” 



(Pope John XXIII  Pacem in Terris  #11)
TAKE ACTION TODAY! SENATE TO VOTE ON REAUTHORIZATION AND EXPANSION OF SCHIP
Background:  SCHIP provides health coverage to children in families that make too much to qualify for Medicaid, but not enough to afford health coverage in the general market.  Through the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), states receive federal funds to provide health insurance for millions of low-income children throughout the United States. Without reauthorization, the current extension of the program will expire at the end of March. In addition, more than 9 million children in our country are uninsured.  The current economic crisis makes this an especially critical time to increase SCHIP funding as more and more children lose health care coverage when their parents become unemployed or simply can not afford to pay for coverage.  

 

The House of Representatives passed the reauthorization and expansion of SCHIP (H.R. 2) on January 14th.   The Senate has now taken up the measure and will be voting in a few days.  This is an important opportunity to promote several key improvements to the program—coverage of currently uninsured children, coverage of children before birth, and coverage of legal immigrant children and legal immigrant pregnant women.

 

Catholic social teaching:   tells us that access to adequate health care is a basic human right, necessary for the development and maintenance of life and for the ability of human beings to realize the fullness of their dignity. 
ACTION NEEDED:    CONTACT YOUR SENATORS TODAY! URGE THEM TO REAUTHORIZE AND EXPAND THE STATE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM (SCHIP) WITH THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS:
· Extend SCHIP for over 4 years, raising funding levels to allow states to sustain existing children's enrollment,  and extending coverage to approximately four million more low-income uninsured children; 

· Reduce SCHIP enrollment barriers through creation of incentives for states to adopt presumptive eligibility, 12-month continuous enrollment, and other methods to streamline the enrollment process; 

· Improve access to dental care and mental health coverage for SCHIP recipients; 
· Include the "Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act" (ICHIA) within the reauthorization legislation.  ICHIA would give states the option of receiving federal matching funds to cover legal immigrant children and pregnant women under Medicaid and SCHIP. The current five year eligibility bar has further increased racial and ethnic health disparities among children in our society, and it is critical that the bar be lifted immediately; and 

Legislative Hot Line

January 26, 2009 Pg 2

SCHIP cont’d
· Codify the SCHIP unborn child regulation, allowing states to interpret the word “child” to include the period from conception to birth, thereby ensuring states have  continued option to cover all pregnant women and their unborn children.  

Contact Senators Voinovich and Brown by FAX letter, e-mail, or phone. Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202.224.3121; or call Members’ local offices. Full contact info can be found on Members of Congress’s web sites, at: www.senate.gov  
Or click onto this Catholic Charities USA “Take Action” site; enter Zip Code to send a message to your Senators
http://capwiz.com/catholiccharitiesusa/issues/alert/?alertid=12515856&queueid=[capwiz:queue_id]

URGENT:  CAMPAIGN TO OPPOSE THE FREEDOM OF CHOICE ACT!
WHAT IS THE CAMPAIGN ABOUT?  Join people from all over the United States in an email and postcard campaign organized by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.  We are letting our national legislators know that laws which create a fundamental right to abortion throughout the entire nine months of pregnancy, requiring our government to fund and promote abortion, is not the kind of law our country wants or needs.  

The campaign is a response to proposed legislation called The Freedom of Choice Act.  Many laws currently in place would be overturned by this legislation.  This would eliminate:

· Informed consent laws, parental involvement laws, requirements that abortions be performed by a licensed physician, laws outlawing partial birth abortion, conscience protection laws that allow institutions, such as Catholic hospitals, and individuals to not perform abortions 

No other piece of legislation would have such a destructive impact on society’s ability to limit or regulate abortion.   Catholic Churches, and other denominations as well, will be joining together sending, hopefully millions, of emails postcards to Congress.  

ACTION:  Please contact your legislators through a special website set up by the National Committee for a Human Life Amendment.  Then click on “Email Congress” in the Fight FOCA text box.   You may send the message as prepared on the website or write your own message in the box provided. 

If you would prefer to send a postcard or would like more information, go to www.clevelandcatholiccharities.org/prolife or please contact Peggy Gerovac from the Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland Pro Life Office at pmgerovac@clevelandcatholiccharities.org or 216-334-2965.  
ASK YOUR MEMBER OF CONGRESS TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC RECOVERY FOR ALL
Background:  We need your help in asking Congress to consider the least among us in their efforts to restore economic stability to our country!!!   As the current recession continues to place the nation's economic future in jeopardy, Congress is expected to consider over the coming weeks an economic recovery package that would stimulate our nation's economy and create millions of new jobs.   However, it is uncertain if this package will benefit all Americans. 
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY cont’d
 • Number of people seeking food stamps nationally:  has grown from 26.3 million in April, 
2007 to 29.5 million in August, 2008 
• At least 44 states faced or are facing shortfalls in their 2008-2009 budgets 
• Number of Americans living in poverty could increase by 10 million if this recession is similar 

to past recessions 
• There were 265,968 home foreclosures in September ‘08 alone, 21% higher than September ‘07

ACTION NEEDED: Contact your Senators and your Representative to approve an economic recovery package that helps Americans at every economic level including the following elements: 

 

• Temporarily increasing supplemental nutrition assistance program (SNAP) benefits.  For every SNAP dollar spent, the economy receives a boost of $1.73


• Protecting low-income families from losing Medicaid and social service assistance by temporarily increasing the Federal Medical Assistance Percentages payments,  providing additional funding to states and  helping ensure the safety net remains strong; 

• Restoring funding to the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) to $2.8 billions. SSBG allows states to provide vital social services tailored to the unique needs of their communities and residents. In previous recessions, Congress and past Administrations have provided additional SSBG resources to help stabilize communities and states; and

• Measures to slow future home foreclosures. The current economic crisis is caused partially by the foreclosure crisis in the housing market. Congress must include measures in the economic recovery package to protect homeowners at risk of losing their homes. These housing measures should also protect vulnerable low-income renters from becoming homeless, through no fault of their own, when their landlords are foreclosed upon; 

• Short-term bridge funding for nonprofit organizations facing immediate cash flow constraints due to delayed government reimbursement payments. The program, would be administered by a federally appointed body with loans disbursed to eligible nonprofits through a network of qualified financial assistance providers; and

• Additional funding for the Emergency Food Shelter Program (EFSP) which was created during the deep recession of 1983 with $50 million in federal funds to help address the crisis of hunger and homelessness in local communities. EFSP has a fast response, gets resources to the neediest areas, includes public/private partnerships at the local level, and has established data collection and reporting system to ensure accountability.

Contact your Congressional representatives by FAX letter, e-mail, or phone. Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202.224.3121; or call Members’ local offices. Full contact info can be found on Members of Congress’s web sites, at: www.senate.gov  and www.house.gov
Or click onto this Catholic Charities USA “Take Action” site; enter Zip Code to send a message to your Senators and Representative

http://capwiz.com/catholiccharitiesusa/issues/alert/?alertid=12515856&queueid=[capwiz:queue_id]
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US Bishops Disappointed in Reversal of “Mexico City Policy”

Cardinal Justin Rigali, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement calling President Obama's decision "very disappointing."   Cardinal Rigali’s statement follows:

“It is very disappointing that President Obama has reversed the Mexico City Policy, which prevents U.S. funding of organizations that perform and promote abortion as a family planning method in developing nations. An Administration that wants to reduce abortions should not divert U.S. funds to groups that promote abortions. “

Cardinal Francis George, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, wrote to President-elect Obama last week urging him to retain this policy. As Cardinal George said in his letter: 

"'The Mexico City Policy, first established in 1984, has wrongly been attacked as a restriction on foreign aid for family planning. In fact, it has not reduced such aid at all, but has ensured that family planning funds are not diverted to organizations dedicated to performing and promoting abortions instead of reducing them. Once the clear line between family planning and abortion is erased, the idea of using family planning to reduce abortions becomes meaningless, and abortion tends to replace contraception as the means for reducing family size. A shift toward promoting abortion in developing nations would also increase distrust of the United States in these nations, whose values and culture often reject abortion, at a time when we need their trust and respect."

BISHOPS WELCOME EXECUTIVE ORDER BANNING TORTURE
An executive order banning torture signed by President Barack Obama was welcomed by Bishop Howard J Hubbard of Albany, Chairman of the Committee on International Justice and Peace of the USCCB.  Included in his statement Bishop Hubbard pointed out:

“In their November 2007 document, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the US Bishops declared that ‘direct assaults on innocent human life and violations of human dignity, such as genocide, torture, racism, and the targeting of non combatants in acts of terror or war, can never be justified’. (No. 23)    The bishops asserted:  ‘The use of torture must be rejected as fundamentally incompatible with the dignity of the human person and ultimately counterproductive in the effort to combat terrorism.’ ( No. 81)’”
__________________________________________________________________________
EVENTS AND RESOURCES
For more information on the above, please call the Diocesan Social Action Office at 216-939-3851 or 888-620-5280.  You can also visit our web page at www.catholic-action.org  for more information.  Thank you.
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